
CALLBACK SIDE 1 
 
ACTOR 1 
Great. Well, thanks for the note – 
 
ACTOR 5 
OK. 
 
ACTOR 1 
But I think I got it. 
 
ACTOR 5 
You know what? 
All I was trying to say was that your reading didn’t totally work for me. 
That’s all. 
But I’m only one person. What did everybody else think? 
 
BLACK WOMAN 
I thought it was fine. 
 
ACTOR 5 
You did. 
 
BLACK WOMAN 
I thought it was romantic. 
 
ACTOR 1 
I thought so too. 
 
BLACK WOMAN 
And scared. 
 
ACTOR 1 
Scared. 
 
BLACK WOMAN 
Yeah, like he was scared. 
He doesn’t know what he’s facing, he’s going to this crazy place that is so different 
from where he grew up – 
 
ACTOR 3 
I keep hearing that this guy is going to this place that is so different. 
But what I’m wondering is where he grew up. 
Like what is this different place so different from. 
 
BLACK WOMAN 



That’s a good point. 
 
ACTOR 3 
And it’s like from what you guys have been talking about 
it’s like I think I’m going to be like the Best Friend right? 
Since you know … 
it seems like a decision has already been made that he’s the leading man. 
 
BLACK WOMAN 
Oh, I don’t know that we’ve decided that. 
 
ACTOR 3 
No no it seems like you did decide that 
and it seems like pretty final. So. 
It’s fine. 
I’m just trying to get a sense of where I’m building my Best Friend character from. 
I’m perfectly comfortable with a character part. Obviously. 
 
ACTOR 1 
You’re so good at character roles. 
 
ACTOR 3 
I know. I do. I know I am. 
So. Where did he grow up? 
 
BLACK WOMAN / ACTOR 1 
Germany. 
 
ACTOR 3 
No, where. Where. The streets, the city. The smells, the quality of light. 
Now, for my part, I know that I grew up in … Cologne. 
 
ACTOR 2 
They pronounce it Köln in German. 
 

Beat. 
ACTOR 3 
I though we weren’t doing accents. 
 
BLACK WOMAN 
We’re not. 
 
ACTOR 3 
Because I can do a German accent I have / access to several regional accents in 
Germany, several – 
 



BLACK WOMAN 
We aren’t doing accents / we agreed that we aren’t doing accents. 
No accents. 
No one is doing an accent. 
We don’t need the song. 
We don’t need the accents. 
Oh my god. 
 
ACTOR 5 
I can do a great / Edelweiss: (she sings, continues.) 
 
ACTOR 2 
All I’m saying is if he was from Cologne, wouldn’t he call it Köln? 
Why would he call it Cologne / if he was from Cologne. 
 
ACTOR 3 
Because he’s not a German German, but he’s basically German. 
 
ACTOR 2 
If you didn’t know that Köln was the right / way to say Cologne 
there’s no shame in that. 
I don’t know that you knew that. 
I know that Cologne is Köln but I’m not sure that you knew Cologne is Köln. 
I know we aren’t doing accents 
I know we aren’t doing accents because 
I can do a German accent 
I can do an African accent 
I can do an African accent while speaking German: Ich bin ein Berliner. 
 
ACTOR 3 
Of course I knew that: Cologne is Köln Cologne is Köln. 
Everybody knows that. But we aren’t doing accents 
I’m not doing a German accent 
You aren’t doing an African accent 
We aren’t doing accents 
We aren’t doing accents because 
if we were doing accents I would be doing an excellent German accent 
A regional Rhineland accent: Spreken-ze deutsch? 
 
BLACK WOMAN 
Are you finished? 

 
Big Finish for ACTOR 5’s Edelweiss. 

 
BLACK WOMAN 
Are you finished? 



Because that isn’t what this is about. 
It’s about … 
 
ACTOR 1 
It’s about touching something real. 

 
All think about reality.	  


